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The Issue of Slavery in Texas

The introduction of large-scale cotton farming to Texas also led to the
expansion of slavery. Cotton farming requires a great deal of labor. In
the United States, where most Texas cotton farmers came from, that
labor was performed by slaves. When these farmers moved to Texas,

they brought their slaves with them.

As vou may recall, some Tejanos, especially in Cozhuilz, were
opposed to slavery. The Mexican government viewed the matter the
same way. [n 1829 President Vicente Guerrero—himself of African
ancestry—outlawed slavery in Mexico. However, officials in Texas

warned the government that the ban violated ther colonization policies.

As & result, slavery temporanly continued in Taxas.
Even with the exception, some Texans feared that the government
would one day ban slavery. They worned that the possibility of such 2

ban might keep new settlers from moving to the area. A letter froman
Alabama farmer to Stephen F. Austin expressed these concerns.

__JTEXAS VOICES

“Our most valuable inhabitants here own [slaves]. 1 am therefore
anxious to know what the laws are upon that subject. .. . Qur
planters are not willing to remove without they can first be assured

of their [slaves] being secured to them by the laws of your Govt.”

—Charies Diowglas, quotsd in Wesbwsrd Expanston, by Samford Weder

When Austin’s Old 300 settled 1n Texas, they brought more than
400 slaves with them. By 1836 some 5,000 slaves Ived 1n Texas—about
13 percent of the population. Although slavery was not totally outlawed
1n Texas, 1t remained & divisive 1ssue. A3 time passed, tensions between

Anglos and Memcan officials over slavery and other 1s5ues rose.

Reading Check Making Generalizations and Predictions How do you

think U3, settlers” unwillingness to adopt Mexican ways affected Tesas?
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Analyzing Primary Sources
Identifying Points of View
Do you think the writer

would go to Texas if he could
not keep his slaves? Why or

why not?



* Texas Cities % The

Laredo

History: Laredo was
founded in 1755 when
Mexican rancher Tomas
Sanchez established a set-
tlement there. Lying on a
road from Mexico to Texas,
Laredo served as an impor-
tant location for trade.
The town prospered and
grew along with Mesxdoo™s
northern territories.
Population in 2012:
244,731 (estimate)
Relative location: On the
Rio Grande, southwest of
5an Antonig

Region: Gulf Coastal Flain
County: County seat of
Webb County

Special feature: Located
on the Texas- Mexico
baorder, Laredo is 3 center
of trade and tourism.
Econommy: After the arrival
of railroads in the late
1800s, Laredo’s importance
25 a trade center graw
even more. s econonmy
was also boosted by

the discovery of oil and
natural gas in the 1920s.
Since the passage of
MAFTA, Laredo has grown
a5 a center of import and
export trade with Mexico.
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Mier y Teran Report

The Fredonian Rebellion was 2 minor event, but it attracted a lot of
attention. Even newspapers in the United States carried stones about
the revolt. This American intersst in the rebellion greatly worried the
Mexican government. During the 1820s the U5, government had made
several offers to purchase Texas from Mexico, which had refused to con-
sider such a sale. However, the repeated offers—coupled with trouble
caused by American immigrants like Haden Edwards—made some
Mexcan officials worry about the number of Americans in Texas.

To investigate their concarns, these officials sent General Manuel
de Mier v Teran with a group to tour Texas. Officizlly, the purpose of
his trip was to examine the resources and Indians of Texas and to help
determine the formal boundary with Louisiana. At the same time, the
general was asked to determine how many Americans lived in Texas and
what their attitudes toward Mexico wers.

Mier ¥ Teran began his inspection tour in Laredo in early 1825 and
arnved in San Antomio on March 1. From there, he traveled on to San
Felipe de Austin, where he met with Stephen F. Austin. The twao men
discussed many of the concerns with which Anglo settlers in Texas
dealt. Austin also reconfirmed his own lovalty to Mexico.

The tour continued to Nacogdoches. While there, the general wrote
a report to the president of Mexico. In the Mier y Terdn Report, he
noted that Mexican influence in Texas decreased as one moved north-
ward and eastward. Around Nacogdoches, settlers from the United
States outnumbered Tejanos by 10 to 1. He warned that the American
influence, particularly in East Texas, was growing stronger everv day.

TEXAS VINICES

; “ 1 tell myself that it could not be otherwise than that from sudch a

state of affairs should arise an antagonism between Mexicans and
foreigners. . . . Therefore, | am waming you to take timely measures.
Texas could throw the whole nation into revolution.”

—Manuel ge Mier y Terdn, gueted in Docamends of Texss Histary,
edited by Ennest Waliaos

To halp curb Amesrican influence in Texas, Mier v Teran made sav-
eral recommendations to the Mexican president. First, he encouraged
increasing trade between Texa: and Mexico to discourage trade with the
United States. Second, he arpued that more soldiers needed to be zent
to Texas to help keep order and to increase Mexico's control over the
region. Finally, he felt that Mexico should encourage more Europeans
and Mesxicans to settle in Texas. Mier v Terdn believed these actions
would weaken Texas ties with the United States and reinforce Mexico®s
determination to keep Temas.

Reading Chedt Finding the Main Idea What conclusion did Mier v
Teran draw, and what did he advize?
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The Law of April 6, 1830

In response to Manuel de Mier y Terdn’s report, the Mexican govern-
ment passed the Law of April 6, 1830. This sweeping law was intended
to strictly control the American presence in Texas. It banned immigra-
tion from the United States and made it illegal for settlers to bring more
slaves into Texas. The law also suspended unfilled empresario contracts.
Only a few American empresarios, including Stephen F. Austin and
Green DeWitt. were allowed to keep their contracts. To keep unauthor-
1zed immigrants out of Texas, the government placed military bases and
government offices slong the borders.

Although Americans could no longer become empresarios under
the new law, the government did not stop 1ssuing land contracts. The
government hoped to bring more Mexicans and Catholic Europeans
to Texas. As a result, it 1ssued empresario grants to members of these
groups. making it clear that they were not to bring American families to
their settlements.

In addition to restricting immigration, the Law of April 6, 1830, also
began to tax all U.S. imports in Texas. These import taxes. or customs
duties, served two purposes. Like all taxes, they raised monev for the
government. In addition. however. they were designed to encourage
internal trade within Mexico. With the duties, goods from the United
States would now be more expensive than goods from Mexico. The rest
of Mexico had been paving such duties for many years. Under the new
law, Texans had to pay customs duties on imports as well.

The Mexican government sent
additional troops to Texas to
enforce the Law of April 6, 1830.

LINKING

Past to Present
Trade Relations
One source of conflict
between Texan: and the
Mexican government was
customs duties. Trade
still plays an important
role in Texas-Mexico
relations. In 1954 the
North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
went into effect. NAFTA
removed trade barriers—
such as import and export
taxss—between the
United States, Canadsa,
and Mexico. As a result
of NAFTA, trade between
Texas and Mexico has
greatly increased.
Why do you think the U.S.
government agreed to
the terms of NAFTA?

The Road to Revolution 205




GLOBAL

CONNECTIONS

The Antislavery
Mowvement Abroad
In 1829 the Mexican
president abolished
slavery, and the Law of
April 6, 1830, banned the
importing of slaves to
Tescas. Mexico's actions
reflected a growing
world trend. Great Britain
outlawed the buying of
slawves in 1807, and the
Urited States passed a
similar lawve the nesxt year.
In 18232 Chile made slavery
illegal. Im 1833 Britain
abaoliched slavery in the
Eritish Empire. During
this time, the antislavery
movement was also
growing in the United
States. Wy were some
Texans worried about the
antislawery movement?

™

The Law of April 6 1830, angered many people in Texas. They
feared that the new restrictions would hurt the growing Texas economy.
Immigration had led to population growth and trade, which helped the
economy. Many Anglo settlers were also upset that their relatives and
friends in the United States could not move to Texas.

Stephen F. Austin dishked the new law, but he tned to work with
Memican officials. He encouraged colonists to respect the law. However,
Austin’s own faith in the central government had been shaken by the
change in its dealings with Texas. In a letter. he expressed concerns that
the government was treating the people of Texas hike children or slaves.

Tejanos who supported immigration, such as Erasmo Seguin, Jose
Antonio Navarro, and Francisco Eniz, also opposed the Law of April &,
1830. After the law went into effect, the ayuntamiento of San Antonio
held a special meeting. Its members, including Seguin, Wavarro, and
Buiz. noted several of the advantages of having people from the United

States move to Texas.

TEXAS VDNCES

- The advantages of liberal North American immigration are

? innumerable: (1) The colonists would afford a source of supply for the
native inhabitants. () They would protect the interior from Indian
invasions. (3) They would develop roads and commerce to New
Orleans and Mew Mexico. (4) Moreowver, the ideas of government held
by North Americans are in general better adapted to those of the
Mexicans than are the ideas of European immigrants.

—The ayuntamiento of San Amtonio, quoted In Rorsigness n Thedr Nadive Land,

aditad by Dawid L. Weeier

Reading Check Ewaluating How did Mier y Teran's tour of Texas and
report lead to the passage of the Lawe of April &, 18307

F=' hmhsocialstudies.com

OMLINE QUIZ

1. Define and explain:
¢ customs duties

2. ldentify and explain
the significance of sach
of the following in
Texas history:
¢ Fredonian Rebellion
¢ Miery Teran Report
¢ Lawe of April 6, 1830

3. Locate on a map:
+ Macogdoches
¢ Larzdo

2086 Chapter 10

4.

Identifying Cause
arvd Effect

Copy the graphic
organizer below. &= you
move up the ladder,
describe the events that
led to the Law of April
B, 1830,

5. Finding the Main Idea
a. How did disputes over land and other
izzuss lzad to the Fredonian Rebellion, and
what was the government’s response to it?
b. What steps did Mier y Teran recommiend
in his report?

&. Writing and Critical Thinking
Supparting a Point of View Imagine

Law of April 6, 1830 that you are living in Texas in the 1830s.

Would you have supported or oppeosed the
Lawe of April &, 12307 Explain why or why not.
Consider the following:

¢ the importance of Texas to Mexico

hlnirr w Terdn Repon

Mier y Terdn Investigation

s the groweth of the Texas economy and
population

Friedonwn Rebelson




Tensions Grow

Main Ideas

1. Tension between officials and Texans at Anahuac lad to
conflict.

2. The Turtle Bayou Resolutions declared Texas support for

the Mexican government.

Why i Matters Today

In the 1830s Texans were upset by the government’s
violation of the Constitution of 1824, Use current events
sources to find information on constitutional issues
today.

The Story Continues

Although he had been born in the United States, Juan Davis
Bradburn was a loyal soldier of the Mexican army. He had
joined during the revolution, winning fame and forming

a close friendship with Vicente Guerrero. As a former
American living in Mexico, Bradburn was fluent in both
Spanish and English. Therefore he seemed to be the perfect

choice to command the first customs post established under
the Law of April 6, 1830.

Tensicn at Anahuac

Colonel Juan Davis Bradburn arrived in Texas in the fall of 1830 to
enforce the Law of April 6, 1830. His troops built a fort at the mouth of
the Trinity River on Galveston Bay near an important trade route and
immigration point. The settlement became known as Anahuac. At this
kev location, troops could enforce the new trade and immipration laws.
Bradburn soon clashed with another Mexican official, Francisco
Madero. As general land commissioner, Madero had been sent by the
state government to Texas to issue land titles to settlers who had armved
befora 1530, However, Bradburn believed that the titles Madero 155ued
violated the national government’s authority owver land grants along the

coast. In February 1831 Bradburn arrested Madero.

Key Terms and People

+ resolutions
+ Turtle Bayou Resolutions
» Antonio Lopez de Santa

Anna

» Battle of Velasco

TEKS: 18,34, 84,
108, 214, 218, 21,
220

myMNotebook

=& the annotation
tools in your eBoo
to take notes on
growing tension
betweesn Texans znd
Mexican officials.
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oificials erupted during the 1330s.
Many of these conflicts were aver
the placement of Mexican troops
in Texas and the collection of taxes
On imports.
1. Locate What settlements
were sites of conflict?
2. Evaluating Why do you
think conflicts broke out in
sparts along the Texas coast?

Conflicts in 7 = T [ ~
Texas, 1825-1835 | coshusia y Texas UNITED STATES |
Interpreting Maps Conflicis m"""ﬂ“ I
between Texans and Mexican II": ot

Present
E!HE hud-q.lhnaarlu
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Many Texans became upset when Bradburn put Madero in jail. They
became even more upset when Bradburn was ordered to disband the
government of Liberty; a town that Madero had established. The govern-
ment was moved to Anahuac instead. Local residents also complained
that Bradburn used their slaves for projects without compensation.

The arrival of a new customs official in November 1831 further
Increased tensions. George Fisher demanded that all ships landing in
Texas pay their customs duties at Anahuac. This rule required some
shippers to travel overland from Brazoria to Anahwac to get the neces-
sarv paperwork. Stephen F. Austin, responding to complaints, wrote to
Bradburn. He argued that the new customs rules were “utterly impract-
cable and their exscution iz impossible.”

The tension between Mexican officials and Texan settlers camie to
& head in the spring of 13532, Two recently armived settlers, Willam B.
Travis and Patrick Jack, antagonized Bradburn. Since their arrival in
Texas, they had formed a citizen militia. Officially the militia was cre-
ated to defend against Indian attacks, but Bradburn was concerned about
the chance of violence. Travis and Jack also pestered the commander
with false rumors of a possible invasion from Loulsiana. Frustrated,
Bradburn arrested the two men and held them for trial. Texas settlers
were enraged over the arrest.

Reading Check Drawing Inferences and Concdusions How did the
enforcement of the Law of April 6, 1830, lead to problems at Anahuac?
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The Turtle Bayou Resolutions

209

Patrick Jack’s brother, William, rallied the people of Anahuac to sup-
port his brother. Settlers at Liberty and Brazona also loudly demanded

the prisoners’ relezse. Some even took direct action. A force of more

than 150 people marched against the fort at Anahuac. The angry Texans

exchanged gunfire with Mesxdcan troops and even captured some sol-

diers. Bradburn agreed to release his prisoners if the Texans would

release the captured soldiers and leave. The settlers agreed to the terms,

and most left. A few remained belund, which Bradburn tool: as a vio-

lation of the agreement. He did not release his prisoners. Some angry

Texans believed he had never intended to at all

Withdrawing from Anshuac, the settlers went to Turtle Bayou.

Fearing retmbution from Anshuac, they sent John Auvstin to retrieve

cannons from Brazoria. Those who stayved at Anshuac drew up a list

of resolutions, or statements of a group’s opinions. The Turtle Bayou

Besolutions declared that the events at Anshuac were not & rebellion

against Mexico. They stated that the people were defending their nghts

and the constitution. Although few of the Texans present at Turtle Bayou

had any real understanding of Memcan politics, the resolutions also

took sides in a civil war being fought in Mexico. The settlers expressed
support for Generzl Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, wha was trying to

overthrow President Anastacio Bustamante.

Reading Chedkt Finding the Main Idea Why did the settlers create the

Turtle Bayou Resolutions, and what did they declare?

HISTORIC DOCUMENT

Turtle Bayou Resolutions

On June 132, 1832, Texans at Turtle Bayou
wrote a document explaining their actions
at Anzhuzc. These statements are called the
Turtle Bayou Resolutions.

"RESOLVED [it is determined] That we view
with feelings of the deepest regret, the man-
ner in which the Gover't [government] of the
Republic of Mexico is administered® by the
present dymasty” —The repeated viclations
of the constitution—the total disregard of
the laws—the entire prostration® of the dvil

" admiristeract managed

2 dynasty- ruling government Egrievances: sufierings
? prostration: collspse 7 character: nature
*stmad: placs % arousa: excite

* despotism: unjust govermment

authority; and the substitution in the stead®
of a military despotism® are grievances®of
such a character”, 25 to arouse® the fesling:
of every freeman, and impel® him to
resistance. . .

RESOLVED That the people of Texas be invited

to cooperate with ws, in support of the

principles incorporated™ in The foregoing™

resolutions. — 13th June 1832. . .7

Analyizing Primary Sources

1. Finding the Main Idea Why were these
resolutions written?

2. Evaluating How does this document show
the importance of freedom of speech?

Firmpel: faroe
¥incorporated: induded
" furegoing: previcus
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BIOGRAPHY

Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna
{1784-1876) Antonio
Lipez de 5amta Anna's
long military career began
in 1810. Az first, he fought
for 3pain against Mexican
inde pendence. In 1821,
though, he switched sides
and supported the rebel
forces. In 1532 santa Anna
led a successful revalt, and
in 1533 he was elected
president of Mexico. He
promized to restore the
Constitution of 1324.

But he did nat fulfill his
promize, and war soon
erupted. How did Santa
Anna's policies affect
Texas?

Section 2 Review

1. Define and explain:
= resolutions

2. Identify and explain

the significance of each

of the following:

= Turtle Bayou
Resolutions

= Antonio Ldpez de
Santa Anna

= Battle of Velasco

3. Locate on a map:
» Anzhuac
= Brazoria

210 Chapter 10

The Battle of Velasco

Soon after the fight at Anahuac, 2 Mexican force led by Colonel Jose
delas Piedras arrived from Nacogdoches. Piedras blamed Colonel
Bradbum for the conflict with the U5, settlers. To restore the peace,
Piedras recommended removing Bradburn from his post. Bradburn
then resigned. With Bradburn pone. the sattlers felt that tha threat to
their freedoms was removed. Pledras also agreed to releaze Travis, Jack,
and other prisoners.

Unaware that the conflict at Anahuac was over; John Austin’s group

loaded their cannon on a ship at Brazona. They soon reached Velasco
near the mouth of the Brazos River. Colonel Domingo de Ugartechea,
commander of the Mexican troops there, refused to let the rebels pass.
On June 26, 1832, fighting broke out. After three days, the Mexican sol-
diers ran out of ammumton and had to surrender. The colomists had
won the Battle of Velasco, However, men on both sides had been killed
and wounded dunng the battle. After the battle, the Texans continued
their journey to Anghuac. They triumphantly arrrved with the cannon,
only to find the conflict there settled.

However. resistance to central Mexican authority grew stronger in
Texas every day. At the same time, most of the Mexican troops left the
region. They went to take sides in the civil war between Santa Anna and
President Bustamante. Texans anmously waited for news from Mexico
City. They hoped Santa Anna would win the fighting and restore the
Constitution of 1824,

Reading Check Making Generalizations and Predictions Howdo
you think events gt WVelasco would have been different had John Austin and
his group known about the Turtle Bayou Resolutions and Piedras's trip to
Anahuac?

4. Sequencing
= Copy the graphic
argan izer below. Use
it to show in order
the steps that led to
conflicts at Anahuac

and velasco.
Texans
arrested

5. Finding the Main ldea
a. Bazed on the map in this section, in what

part of Texas did sarly conflics take place?
b. what led some Texans to writs the Turtle
Bayou Resolutions?

Analyzing Information Imagine that you
are &t Velasco during the battle. Write a
letter informing a friend of the causes of the
conflict.
Consider the following:

Law of » the events at Anshuac
April &, 1830 = ayents in other parts of Mexicoo

Istudies.com

OMLINE QUIZ

&. Writing and Critical Thinking [l

e gn Comdd: AT
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Main Ideas

1. Texans hoped that a new government in Mexico would
lead to changes in Texas.

2. The Conventions of 1832 and 1832 requested changes in
immigration policy and statehood for Texas.

3. Stephen F. Austin was arrested while in Mexico to

prezent the Convention of 1833's requests.

Why it Matters Today

Texans held two conventions in the early 1830s to
discuss government reforms. Use current events sources
to find information on a recent state, national, or

internaticnal conferance.

The Story Continues

As details of the conflict between Anastacio Bustamante and
Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna filtered into Texas, people
realized that Santa Anna would probably take control of the
government. Stephen F. Austin wanted to assure Santa Anna
that Texas supported the general. Austin met with Santa
Anna supporter Colonel José Antonio Mexia in Matamoros
to discuss the situation in Texas. Austin and other leaders
convinced Mexia that Texas was loyal to Santa Anna and

that the local disturbances were under control.

The Convention of 1832

Colonel Mema had traveled to Texas to put down what he thought was
a rebellion. Instead of fighting. he was welcomed with a party. When he
returned to Mexico, Mexia gave a favorable report on Texas.

As Texans had expected, Santa Anna defeated Bustamante’s forces
in 1832. He was elected president of Memco in 1833, Santa Anna was
not interested in the dav-to-day affairs of the government, which he
left to his vice president. However, he still controlled the policies of the
Mexican government.

Conventions and Petitions

Key Terms and People
* reforms

s delegates

+ Convention of 18332

« William H. Wharton

« Convention of 1333

EEC% TEMS: 18, 34,38,
W 178,218,218, 210,
10

Use the annotation
toods in your eBook
to take notes on the
goals of Texans at
the Comventions of
1832 and 1833.
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" Citizenship
“ and You

Political Protest

The First Amendment

to the U.S. Constitution
protects the right of free
speech. Participating in a
convention, as Texans did
in 1232 and 1833, can

be one form of protest.
There are mary other
wiays to stage a protest.
For example, some

people hold marches or
demonstrations. Mary
people draft petitions
that express an opinion
and are signed by citizens.
Petiticns are given to
government officials

or other leaders. Some
people use the Imernst to
protest issues. There are
Internet sites that keep
track of the various protests
oocurring throughouwt

the world. Why do you
think freedoms of speech
and petition are important
in a democratic sodiety?
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Texans were excited about the rise of Santa Anna, who had promised
to restore the Constitution of 1824, Since the passing of the Law of Apnl
6, 1830, many Texans had been unhappy with the central government.
With a new government taking power in Mexico. though, some thought
that change would come to Texas as well They called a convention in
San Felipe de Austin to discuss possible reforms, or changes in policy,
that they would like to see in Texas. Each district in Texas was asked to
send delegates, or representatives, to San Felipe on October 1, 1832

On that date delegates from 16 settlements bagan the Convention of
1832, The leaders of 5an Antonio, the largest Tejane settlament in Temxas,
chose not to take part in the convention. The delegates chose Stephen F.
Austin as president of the convention. During the six-day convention,
the delegates adopted several resolutions.

1. They asked the hMemican government to allow legal immigration
from the Umited Statas.

2. Thev requested that Texas become a separate Mexican stats
instead of being joined with Coshnila

3. Thev asked that customs duties be removed for three vears.

4, Thev asked for land for public schools.

The convention chose delegates William H, Wharton and Rafae]
Manchola to present their resolutions to the state and federal govern-
ments. Partially because San Antonio refused to participate, though, the

resolutions were never presented.

Reading Check Finding the Main Idea ‘What did most Texars hops
weould happen with the Constitution of 1824, and what reforms did the
Convention of 1832 propose?

The Convention of 1833
Stephen F. Austin realized that for reform to take place, Texans had
to work together. The Convention of 1832 had lacked the backing of
Tejanos in 3an Antonio. and so nothing had come of it. Before trving to
malke any more changes, Austin wanted to gain the support of the citv’s
leaders. While he was meeting with them, though, a group of impatient
Texans called for another convention.

The Convention of 1833 met at 3an Felipe on April 1. Few of the
56 delegates had attended the first convention. The delegates choss
William Wharton as president. He led a group that wanted to push
harder for changes in hMexican policy. Among his supporters was del-
egate Sam Houston of Nacogdoches. a former member of the T.5.
Congress and governor of Tennessee who had just arrived in Texas. Like
many of the delegates, he wanted action.

Although he supported the convention, Austin was upsat that it had
been called 1n his absence. In a letter, he explained his concerns.

213
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.. TEXAS VOICES Mexico City was 3 busy

"#‘ “ That measure placed me in an awkward position. ... | went Gl cisier whe
there [San Antonio] to consult with the authorities of that place. ;?:p:):: ;a chgtin t:aveyed

Mgt Ot OHeAnrhiny Ohogsdmniieg

| considered that very great respect . . . was justly due to them as
native Mexicans, as the capital of Texas, and as the oldest and most
populous town in the country, and | knew the importance of getting
them to take the lead in all the politics of Texas.

—Stephen F. Austin, quoted In The Lif's of Staphen F. Austin, by Eugene C. Barker

In the end, the convention adopted many of the same resolutions as
the previous vear's meeting had. Again, Texans asked that immigration
from the United States be allowed. They requested that Texas be sepa-
rated from Cozhuila so they could have more control over their own
affairs. They even wrote a constitution for the proposed state.

Stephen F. Austin, Erasmo Seguin, and James B. Miller were chosen
to present the convention’s proposals to Santa Anna. Neither Seguin nor
Miller could make the trip. however, so Austin set out for Mexico City
azlone on April 22, 1833.

Reading Check Analyzing Information Why was the Convention of
1833 called?

Austin Is Arrested

The trip took Austin nearly three months. When he finally arrived,

he faced one problem after another. Mexican officials were still trying

to organize a new government. Santa Anna was out of the city, so

Austin had to meet with Vice President Valentin Gomez Farias instead.
Gomez Farias promised to present the Texans' requests to the Mexican
Congress. However, the government had many other problems to handle.

The Road to Revolution

there in 1833.
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That's 1

Interesting.:-

Austin in Prison
Stephen F. Austin was
keptin a tiny windowdess
cell. His food was passed
through a slot in the door.
When he was alloweed
outside his czll, he saw
other prisoners but was
niot permitted to speak
to them. He spent time
writing letters to his
friends. Austin pleaded
with them not to take
any violent action. “Such
a thing would have

increased nmy difficulty.”

. Define and explain:
« reforms

+ delegates

. Identify and explain
the significance of each
of the following in
Texas history:
= Convention of 1832
# William H. Wharton
« Convention of 1833
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. Categorizing

A disease called cholera had swept through the citv, and thousands of
people were sick and dving.

In September. Austin was still waiting for the Congress to discuss
the proposals. He asked Gomez Parias once again to review the docu-
ments. Austin also noted that Texans might go ahead with organizing
a state government without official approval. Gomez Farias thought
Anstin was threatening him and angrily ended the meeting. In Cletober
& frustrated Austin wrote to the local government in 3an Antonio. He
had not vet received permission for Texas to become a separate state. Tet
Austin advised Texans to meet “without a moment’s delay for the pur-
pose of organizing a local government for Texas.”

When Santa Anna returned to Mexco City the following month.
Aunstin was finally able to meet with him. Santa Anna agreed to nearly
&l of the resolutions of the Convention of 1833. He agreed to allow
ummigration from the United States and to lower taxes on US. imports.
However. he refused to make Texas a separate state from Coahuila.

Anstin left Memco City on December 10. 1833. Although he had
failed to gain permission to make Texas a state, he headed home full
of hope becanse he had achieved his other goals. Austin’s hopes were
soon dashed, however. In January, when he reached Saltillo, the capital
of Coahuila v Texas, Austin was arrested. Mexican officials had read his
letter. The officials thought Austin had challenged Mexican anthority.

Angtin was taken back to Mexico City under armed guard and was
put in prison without a trial. After nearly a wear in prison, Austin was
releazed on December 23, 1834, Even then, he was not permitted to
return to Texas until July 1835. Back in Texas. many people worried and
waited for him to return home.

Reading Check Sequencing List in order the events that led to Austin's
arrest.

' hmhsocialstudies.com

4. Finding the Main Idea
a. How did the right to free speech, including
the rightt to protest, shape events in Texas?
b. Whiy was Stephen F. Austin arrested?

5. Writing and Critical Thinking [l
Making Generalizations and Predictions
Write a paragraph explaining how you
think Austin’s arrest might have led to more
conflict between Mexico and Texas.
Consider the following:
= ey Austin went to Mexico
#what happened in Mexico Tty

« Copy the graphic
organizer belowvs.
Use it to show what
reforms Texans hoped
1o gain from the
Conventions of 1832
and 1833,

Convention of 1832

Comvention of 1833
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The Move toward War

Main Ideas
1. Under Samta Anna, the Mexican government began to

2. Frustrated, some Texans began to call for war. « faction

Part of the conflict between the Mexican government
and the Texans was over the question of taxes. Use
current events sources to find information on a debate
over taxes today.

Key Terms and People
tighten its control of Texas. « Martin Perfecto de Cos

The Story Continues T TEKS: 038,148,

Andrew Briscoe wanted to stir up trouble with the Mexican
official at Anahuac. Briscoe loaded the front of his ship
with bricks. He wanted it to look like it was weighed down
with smuggled goods. He hoped to fool the commander at
Anahuac into believing he was trving to avoid paving taxes
on the goods. The commander was so irritated by the trick

that he arrested Briscoe.

Texaz.

Mexico Tightens Control

Briscoe’s actions reflected the frustration many Texans had with the
Mlexdcan government’s policies. In 1854 President Santa Anna declared
that Mexico was not ready to be a republic. Despite what he had prom-
1sed during the civil war. he began to strengthen the power of the central
government. By creating a centralist government, he violated his pledge
to restore the federal Constitution of 1524, This pledge was the reason
that many Texans had supported him.

Santa Anna did honor some of the requests of the Convention of
1233. He legalized immigration from the Umited States and removed
some customs duties. However, in January 1833 he sent more troops and
customs collectors to Texas.

In the spring of 1835 Captain Antonio Tenorio began collecting
customs dubles at Anahuac, where taxes had not been collected since
1232. This angered Texans at Anzhuac. who believed that they were
paving a greater share of taxes than people at other Texas ports. Andrew

Briscoe’s arrest in June only increased tensions.

The Road to Revolution
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Use the annotation
tools in your eBock
to take notes on the

move toward war in
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Federalism The Constitution of 1824 gave states & great deal of freedom to dispose of public lands
&nd =t their own immigration policies, except with regard to areas along the coast
&nd along the border with the United States.

R o

illil TN
-

— HH‘mr’IE' Government State Government Department

The national government, which had states, such as Coahwila y Cepartments were units of
a legislative, executive, and judical Texas, could establish state government to carry
branch, worked with the other levels lawes and enact their out policies and districis for

of governmment to rum the country. own policies. electoral representation.

Centralism President Samta Arnz led the Centralists in an effort 1o replace the federal system with
one in which mast authonty rested with the national government, mostly in the hands
of a powerful president elected from a small pool of propserty-owming vioters.

Py

;]g,i.ﬂ..ﬁ...i.,, 4-!

Wational Government State Government Department
All poweers of the government State govermments wers Departments ansl.-'..wved‘tn
were centralized in the national  transformed into military the naticnal governmert
QOVEInment. umnits led by political chiefs  through the state-level

appointed by the president.  political chiefs.

Visualizing History
1. Govermment Why do you think many Texans 2. Connecting to Today What type of
supported the Constitution of 13247 government does Texas have today?

In response to Briscog’s arrest, William Trawvis and several support-
ers sailed to Anahunac. There the group fired one shot and demanded

Tenorio’s surrender. When he refused, Travis ordered an attack Tenorno
quickly surrendered and agreed to leave Texas.

Trawvis's actions disturbed many Texans, who feared that the conflict
would canse problams with the Memcan government. They were nght.
Generzl Martin Perfecto de Cos, the military commander of Texas,
ordered the arrest of Travis and several other men, including Lorenzo de
Zavala. Tavala was a former Mesxican cabinet member and governor. He
had resigned from his position and moved to Texas in 1835 after Santa
Anna sbandoned federalism. Cos also ordered more troops into Texas
to better control the region.

Reading Chede Analyzing Information How did Santa Anna’s policies
and his refusal to follow the Constitution of 1824 increase tension in Texas?
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E Debating War and Peace
General Cos’s orders greatly concerned Temans. A military man, he
planned to try his prisoners in military courts. This was legal under
Mezmcan law, but it was unacceptable to many Anglo citizens of Texas.
They had lived in the United States. where the law guaranteed trial by
jury. In fact, thev had successfully won the right to jury trials in 1554
But their protests did not change Cos’s mind. The arrival of more troops
also upset Texans.

Frustrated, Texans began debating how to respond to the growing
problems with the Mexican govern ment. One faction, or group, argued
that Texans should remain calm_ This faction wished to keep peaceful
relations with the government. Another group, the war fac tion, argued
that Texans should take action. Some members of the war faction wanted
Temas to declare its independence from Mexico.

IMeanwhile, the Tejanos of Texas were having debates of their own.
Most Tejanos shared Anglos’ frustrations with the Mexican government
because they were federalists who opposed Sants Anna’s centralist poli-
cies. However, some were equally frustrated with the Anglos. Thev felt
the Anglos were less concerned with restoring federalism in Mexico
than in furthering their own interests.

While the debates continued, Stephen F. Austin returned from his
imprisonment in Mexico. Austin’s views on the conflict with the Mexican
government had changed becanse of his arrest. He had gone to Mexico
City to work: for peace. Upon his return, though. Austin urged Texans
to unite against Santa Anna and declared his support for action. Aunstin
warned that Texans had no choice but to go to war. “There is no other rem-
edy but to defend our rights, ourselves, and our country by force of arms.™

Reading Chedc Evaluating Why do vou think the arrest of Austin and
the conflicts in Texas led some Texans to call for war?
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Section 4 Review ) ETT—

1. Define and explain: 3. Analyzing 4. Finding the Main Idea
» faction Information a. What is federalism, and what role did it
i . * Copy the graphic play in the call for war in Texas?
2. :f:n'uf'yfand Eﬁlam organizer below. b. How did the everts at Anahuac and
signimcance Uze it to explain Austin's advice lead to a push for war with
the fallowing in Texas hizvr the Mexican Mexico?

histary: government’s actions m

» Martin Perfecto 5. Writing and Critical Thinking

led mary Texans to
de Cos v

Supporting a Point of View Write a statement

call for war. : ' i ;
supporting or opposing war with Mexico.
. Consider the following:
Bction [_1:} ':f'_lll_'-”' » the polidies of the Mexican government
o & the arrest of Stephen F. Austin and other
Texans

The Road to Revolution 217




